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Food & Drink Skills Ambassadors

• Raise awareness and attractiveness of careers in food and drink

• Challenge outdated perceptions about the sector 

• Understand the need for STEM skills - now and in the future

• Encourage young people to explore careers in areas they may never have 

thought about before 

• Make connections between the food on their plates and industry

• Develop relationships between industry and local communities

• Help to address skills shortages

• Develop resources and build a network of food and drink Ambassadors
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STEM Ambassadors Introduction

Debbie Mathers – Programme Manager
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Plan



Overview 

STEM Ambassadors are volunteers 

with a passion for STEM

Desire to inspire and share 

experiences with young people

“The government is committed 
to ensuring the UK remains at 
the edge of science, research 

and innovation. The STEM 
Ambassadors programme is an 
important part of our efforts to 
increase the supply of people 

with STEM skills in the economy.”
BEIS, 2016



UK wide programme

Managed by STEM Learning

Different hub regions managed by 

different organisations

In Scotland the Programme is managed by 

SSERC

STEM Learning 



“The government is committed 
to ensuring the UK remains at 
the edge of science, research 

and innovation. The STEM 
Ambassadors programme is an 
important part of our efforts to 
increase the supply of people 

with STEM skills in the economy.”
BEIS, 2016

SSERC 

Over 6,000 STEM Ambassadors 

in Scotland

SSERC: professional learning for 

teachers

Young STEM Leader Programme



Benefits for 
STEM 
Ambassadors 



Benefits for 
employers



Activity Types 



Examples of Activity 



How to volunteer for activities 

https://www.stem.org.uk/



Create your profile on the website, 

www.stem.org.uk

Steps to becoming a STEM Ambassador

Complete the online induction on 

FutureLearn

Complete your PVG application, 

including ID check video call

Start volunteering for STEM activities!

We stay connected throughout 

and guide you through the 

process. 



Your Profile and App 



Scheme Registration



What commitment is 
required?

A minimum of 1 activity per year 

Must be recorded in the database

Renew PVG after 3 years



Communication 

Monthly newsletter

Regional Round-up

Social media – Facebook, Twitter, 

LinkedIn and Youtube (STEM 

Ambassadors in Scotland)

Blog and news articles on website

Email: stemambassadors@sserc.scot



Any questions?

stemambassadors@sserc.scot

stemambassadors.scot

@ScotSTEMAmb


